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City of Canton
ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT CHECKLIST AND STANDARDS

Canton encourages Accessory Dwellings Units, which can provide needed infill rental housing in existing neighborhoods or provide the opportunity for family members to live on the same property with their relatives.

There are development standards, review procedures, permits and fee requirements associated with creating a new dwelling unit that you should be aware of as part of your consideration of whether to undertake development of an Accessory Dwelling Unit.

This handout is intended to generally inform you about some of the regulations pertaining to Accessory Dwelling Units.  This handout does not constitute actual regulations or encompass all requirements.

TYPES OF ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS

Accessory Units can be developed in several ways:  by building an entirely new residence that is separate from the existing house; by converting an accessory structure such as a garage; by adding onto an existing house; or by remodeling the interior of an existing home, including conversion of qualifying attic space or basement space.

One accessory unit can be allowed on any residential detached home property, provided standards are met.

PROCEDURE

1. Check your restrictive covenants and/or HOA to ensure that an ADU is allowed.
2. Contact the Canton Housing Initiatives Director to confirm your property is properly zoned and proposed ADU site is permitted. (770-704-1522 or ken.patton@cantonga.gov)
3. Submit for a building permit
a. Site plan showing existing structure and proposed adu location, waterlines, sanitary sewer lines, building setback lines and any easements
b. Building plan (pre-approved City building plan or your own)





104.02.02 - Accessory dwelling units.
A.  Generally.
1) Accessory dwellings include, but are not limited to, basement apartments, garage apartments, caretaker quarters, guesthouses, and other accessory dwellings.
2) Accessory dwellings shall not include tents, boats, manufactured storage buildings and mobile structures including RV's and travel trailers, with the exception that RV's and travel trailers may be allowed for occupancy in a campground or travel trailer park as permitted in this UDC.
3) Accessory dwellings are permissible within the principal dwelling or as a freestanding dwelling in residential zoning districts.
B.  Within principal dwelling. Accessory dwellings contained within a principal dwelling shall comply with the following standards:
1) There shall be no more than one accessory dwelling in a principal dwelling unit.
2) The accessory dwelling shall be accessible from the interior of the principal dwelling.
3) The accessory dwelling shall have no more than one bedroom.
4) The accessory dwelling shall not exceed 50 percent of the habitable floor area of the principal dwelling or 1,200 square feet, whichever is less.
5) One additional off-street parking space shall be provided to serve the accessory dwelling; and
6) The accessory dwelling shall comply with all building and health code standards.
C.  As freestanding dwelling. Freestanding accessory dwellings shall comply with the following standards:
1) There shall be no more than one accessory dwelling unit per lot.
2) The accessory dwelling unit may be in a second floor over a detached garage or may be a separate structure.
3) The accessory dwelling unit shall have no more than two bedrooms.
4) The accessory dwelling shall be located only within the rear yard.
5) The lot shall comply with the minimum lot area standards set forth in chapter 102 of this UDC.
6) The accessory dwelling shall meet the minimum setback requirement for accessory uses; and
7) One additional off-street parking space shall be provided to serve the accessory dwelling unit.
ESTIMATE OF FEES

Building Fees

	1. Building Plan Review
If Use Pre-Approved City Plan

	$50.00
$0.00

	2. Building Permit Fee

	$50.00

	3. Electrical Permit Fee

	$50.00

	4. Mechanical Permit Fee

	$50.00

	5. Plumbing Permit Fee

	$50.00

	6. C.O. Fee
	$50.00




Development Fees

	1. Site Plan Review

	$50.00

	2. Water Tap Fee 
If new construction detached unit
And install separate meter

	$1,625.00

	3. Sewer Tap Fee
If new construction detached unit and install separate tap

	$3,350.00
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